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The FACE Foundation was created in 2006 by a team of
veterinarians and community members from the Veteri-
nary Specialty Hospital in San Diego, California, with a
mission to enhance and preserve the quality of life of
animals by providing access to ne:mw'meﬂiﬁl care
and education to the people of San Diego County.

BY REBECCA MCKINLEY

here is really “something to bark about”
L S in this issue of everydog! We recently

found out about an amazing organization
that goes by the name of the FACE Founda-
tion. FACE is the acronym for Foundation for
Animal Care and Education. This gutsy group
of folks is making sure that animals receive the
medical care they need when their owners are
unable to afford the costs. They are also educar-
ing the public on ways to become responsible
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The FACE Foundation was creared in 20006
by a team of vererinarians and community
members from the Veterinary Specialy Hospital
in San Diego, California. They chose 1o baule
what is lwing labeled as “economic euthanasia.”
This group came to realize thac a hignilit.int
pet pupu]-.uinn with treatable medical condi-
tions was being euthanized because their owners
did not have the money to have them treated.
The official mission of FACE is to enhance
and preserve the quality of life of animals by
prm‘iniing ACCESS 10 necessary medical care and
education to the |1L':}|.15L' of San l.'.'ict:,l;: {j{:ll.ll!'[}'.
With very few Americans able to dodge the

financial crunch of recent years, the number




of people unable o attord the critical medical arention
that their sick or injured pets need, has increased ar a
disturbing rate. These medical needs are often sudden and
torally unexpected, coming ar a time when pet owners are
struggling to make ends meet in an economy out of their
control.

To their knowledge, the FACE Foundartion is unique
in th."lt t:'IL'"L' Aare ihl’.' !H'I.l:n' l.”l_"_.'lf'ii.’."ltiﬂ['l. Iﬂt..]”.}' LiL’L]iCilIl‘l{
to offering the high level of care that they do to saving
the lives of pets thar already live in loving homes. These
animals just belong to tamilies that find themselves in pre-
Carious sitations 'h'n'l"l.t‘fl' Ihl.'}' Cannot E'.li'l}' H]r i'I.”. OT At !L‘i]ﬁl
part, of the needed emergency or critical care that their
pets require. Treatment assistance is funded in the form
of grants from the FACE Foundation with an average
amount of $1,600 per case. Up to this point, they have
granted in excess of §484,000 towards saving the lives of
pets in critical need, They have rescued the futures of an
astounding 294 animals. Having just experienced their
biggest year yet with 112 cases in 2010, their goals for
this year are even greater. In 2011 they hope to provide
$210,000 in grants to save 140 more pets. Already in
January of this year alone, they gr.lmrd 530,000 to save
family pets.

FACE serves the physical needs of both dogs and cars;
however the majority of the people that contact them for
assistance have dogs. They deal with a very broad range of
medical issues, but one of their most common in dogs is
fractures, This often occurs in small dogs when jumping
from a bed or couch, or from being dropped or stepped
on. Other typical cases that they deal with are dogs that
have been hic by cars and pyometra in unspayed female
dogs, a serious infection of the uterus that can be fatal if
left untreated.

When working with people who love and adore their
pets, but are facing dire circumstances, conversations of-
ten become emotional. The pet owners are very concerned
about their pets, worried about their survival, and placed
in a position of having to ask for the help of people they
don't even know. The magnificent people at the FACE
Foundation are very aware of the pain these pet owners
are going through. In addition o pmvidintj‘ financial assis-
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ing to those going through such a difhicult time.
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ing with only two full-time and one part-time paid staft
members. They are also backed by a Board of Directors
made up of eight concerned community members, On a
daily basis there are usually 5-6 interns or volunteers in
the office, helping with the day-to-day activities such as
event planning, marketing, screening of potential cases
and answering the phones, About 125 volunteers help out
as needed during special events, FACE has worked with
53 vets throughout San Diego County who generously
discount their fees by at lease 25% to support the cause,
with some providing even greater discounts.

‘This incredible organization has so many wonderful
stories of success 1o rell, bur we will share just a few to give
you an idea of the work they do. Daisy is a very touching
story of an American Bulldog mix. Her owner is a Marine
from San Diego who has served multiple tours overseas,
He came home from Iraq in December just a week after
his daughter was born, The pregnancy was very high risk
with danger to both the mother and child. Both of them
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made it. Very soon after this, his grandmother who lives
with the family, fell unconscious behind a locked door.
Daisy stood by as they knocked down the door, and she
slept by the grandmother’s bed while she was hospital-
ized, waiting for her to come home. The next day, as the
Marine was getting ready to go o the hospital to visit,
Daisy chased a ball down the street and was tragically hir
|:'.I:|' | trllL'li. I"{IL'F W IICT WIS E-UTL'i.'Li o \‘-.I.tl.l'l ils EIIL'F |.'-'“d:|-'
WS {IT;]%L'E] 11 I:HII.‘r [l"ll.‘ 'u'l.‘l'l'il..'ll..‘. '.L\.l"l.l.' Wils I'I'.ll.“"_l' 'm]'nru.l. |:'-lll[
still alive. At the animal hospital, the initial payment for
surgery was $2,000. Her owner wld them to do whatever
they had to in order o save her. After asking everyone

to pray for his best friend Daisy, friends generously pur
ml_!,n;*[hi:r another 52,500 to |"IL‘]!" and still that only cov-
ered a fraction of the necessary costs for Daisy to survive,
Thankfully, after serving our country for eight years, this
Marines friends and the FACE Foundation stepped in to
support and save Daisy. As a macer of fact, a couple of
FACE donors velunteered to pay the entire remaining hill.
Dhaisy is currently recovering and living happily with her
Marine and his family.

Then there is Shadow, whose owners lived on a limit-
ed income while raising two young children. After ingest-
iI'Il._"_ ﬁl!'.'llll h.'i.i'[. Hhﬂdﬂ“' 1";.'1..";11'1 o ]ﬂ‘!l:.' E.'U[“H][ Ht‘hl‘f ]J.t{l':
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to be rushed to the vet. She is alive today because of the
financial assistance |'-m'.'i{||.'d by the FACE Foundation...
And there is Rocky who innocently coughed up a treat
that somehow gor stuck in his lung, causing pneumonia,
and a grear deal of pain. His little body was not strong
::lmugh to ﬁ!:ht the infection, even with antibiotics, Lung
surgery was his only option. Without the support of the
FACE Foundation his owners would not have been able
o aftord the surgery, and his only option would have been
cuthanasia... Rambo’s mom still cries wears of joy when
she thinks of how FACE funded his life saving heart sur-
gery, and just in time for him to celebrate Valentine’s Day
with his family... Even though we are a dog magazine, we
just have to share one of their most interesting cases that
involved two cats. They came into the world with birth
defects that caused them to be born Hat. They needed a
specialized surgery that would give their rib cages a natu-
ral curve and prevent it from growing into their hearts,
kiiling them before they were 12-weeks old. Because of
their flat 5h:1pc at birth, their owner gave them the appro-
pTi.itL‘]}' cute names of Pancake and Torullal With a grant

from the FACE Foundation, these adorable cars will grow
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up to pounce and play just like they were meant to...and
the list goes on and continues to grow.

A really terrific fundraiser that FACE does is to allow
people to pay tribute to the unconditional love they re-
ceive from their pets by honoring or memorializing them
on a Tree of Lite Mural. This spectacular 65-foot mural is
located at the Veterinary Specialty Hospital in Sorrento
Valley. For a $150 donation, a dog’s name is painted on
a leaf of the tree. For a very generous $5,000 donation a
full-scale rendering of the donater’s dog is painted into the
beautiful landscape. This is such a creative and fun way
Ly ?\E!ﬂ“' |.H‘|-'IL‘ (4] d”s_".'\.. .II!L:l 18] \uppnr: [l"IL' “-'H[L\'. [l"l.i.:I{ [I]I‘.‘
FACE Foundation does to save lives and support families.

The FACE Foundation has come such a long way in
a very short period of time, affecting the lives of so many
animals and their owners. They will be celebrating their
I‘i"n'i"}'[’.l!’ .II'II'I.II\'L‘J'\.IT}' [l'l.i\ SLUIMVIMCT, I'-..IL'}'I year []"IL'}' SITive to
rescue the lives of more animals than the last. Their great-
est need to continue their growth and life changing work

is monetary donations. As the money comes in, they turn
around and grant it right back out to help pay the medical
expenses required to assist struggling pet owners and their
greatly loved animals. b

Anvone wishing to assist the FACE Foundation with
their mission, or to find our more, can conrtact them

by phunu at 838-450-FACE (3223) or visit their
wehsite at |1tTp:h"w\-.'w,f.m:-ipl.'tx.m'!_:. Himpl_v point to
the About Us tab then click on Contacr Us, While

you are on their website, be sure to rake a few min- !
ures to look at all of cheir interesting information,
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Their address is:

10455 Sorrento Valley Road
Suite #208

San Diego, CA 92121




