Pet Insurance
It’s no surprise that veterinary costs are becoming increasingly expensive. Even a simple consult could end up costing more than one bargained or budgeted for. Some pet owners are being turned away for not being able to cover the initial charge. Not only is it painful for you, but it is painful for your pet. Listed below is a list of the most expensive common pet medical conditions:
	Dogs*
	Cats*

	Condition
	Average fee
	Condition
	Average fee

	1. Intervertebral disk disease 
	$2,844 
	1. Foreign body ingestion (small intestine)
	$1,629 

	2. Lung cancer
	$2,032 
	2. Urinary tract reconstruction
	$1,399 

	3. Gastric torsion (bloat)
	$1,955 
	3. Foreign body ingestion (stomach)
	$1,391 

	4. Foreign body ingestion (small intestine)
	$1,629 
	4. Rectal cancer
	$1,011 

	5. Cruciate rupture
	$1,517 
	5. Bladder stones
	$989 

	6. Foreign body ingestion (stomach)
	$1,398 
	6. Intestinal cancer
	$942 

	7. Cataract (senior)
	$1,244 
	7. Hyperthyroidism (radiation)
	$920 

	8. Bone cancer
	$1,059 
	8. Fibrosarcoma (skin cancer)
	$780 

	9. Pin in broken limb
	$1,000 
	9. Acute renal failure
	$565 

	10. Brain cancer
	$916 
	10. Mast cell tumors
	$497 


* Treatment costs vary on a case-by-case basis. Dollar amounts reflect average initial claim fees and not average national veterinary fees. Source: VPI via Bankrate.com.
Pet insurance is a preventative measure that can help lessen the frequency of "economic euthanasia," - the decision to put a pet to sleep due to financial constraints. There are various pet insurance companies, each that offer an assortment of policies and varying degrees of coverage. Because some policies pay for all types of veterinary care while others only cover ailments and accidents, it is important to carefully examine each plan so you can select one that best suits the needs of your pet. A carefully chosen plan will enable your beloved one to receive the best medical care regardless of cost.
According to the American Pet Products Association (APPA):  
Estimated 2010 Sales within the U.S. Market
For 2010, it estimated that $47.7 billion will be spent on our pets in the U.S.
Breakdown:                                           
Food                                                       $18.28 billion 
Supplies/OTC Medicine                         $11.01 billion
Vet Care                                                 $12.79 billion
Live animal purchases                           $ 2.21 billion
Pet Services: grooming & boarding        $ 3.45 billion  
Actual Sales within the U.S. Market in 2009
In 2009, $45.5 billion was spent on our pets in the U.S.
Breakdown:                                           
Food                                                      $17.56 billion 
Supplies/OTC Medicine                         $10.41 billion
Vet Care                                                $12.04 billion
Live animal purchases                           $2.16 billion
Pet Services: grooming & boarding       $3.36 billion    
To ease the escalating costs, owners are purchasing pet health insurance to their advantage. The plans are similar to human healthcare insurance. There are deductibles, annual premiums, limits on pre-existing conditions, and exclusions for hereditary defects. Most plans also offer discounts for insuring multiple pets.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Because pets often become adored members of the family, they should receive the same wonderful health benefits as the people who love them! So let’s answer some of your common questions regarding pet insurance, brought to you by petinsurance.net, before you make the wise decision to delve into deciding which company and plan works best for you. 
Q: What are the basic considerations when deciding what pet insurance coverage is right for me? 

Most policies have annual premiums that can be paid monthly, including varying levels of deductibles, and allow for different types of coverage. Many plans do not cover hereditary conditions, illnesses or annual vaccines. 

You should decide whether to secure comprehensive pet insurance coverage, which may include exams, vaccinations, and spraying or neutering, or a more limited plan that focuses on emergencies or surgeries. 

In evaluating different types of pet insurance coverage, consider your own financial situation and ability to pay for a catastrophic event such as a medical emergency or a surgery against the likelihood that your pet will have certain types of medical problems. In making this decision, some pet owners have found it useful to weigh whether the neighborhood in which they live are conducive to traffic-related accidents or incidents with neighboring animals. 

Q: In some places, I've seen it described as older pet insurance or senior pet insurance. Can I get insurance for my older pet? 

Yes, you can get pet insurance for your senior pet, but you will want to very carefully review plan features and make certain the benefits are consistent with your expectations. Not surprisingly, you are likely to find that premiums for senior pet insurance are more expensive than those for your younger pets. 

Q: What about pet insurance for pre-existing conditions?

As with securing insurance policies for yourself or your family members, securing pet insurance for pre-existing conditions can be an insurmountable hurdle. When requesting a quote or completing paperwork, we encourage you to be forthcoming about your pet's medical issues and be prepared to provide your pet's medical records, if requested. 

Q: My dog is perfectly healthy? Do I really need pet insurance?

Life is unpredictable. No matter what you do to keep your pet healthy, you have no control over accidents and unforeseeable illnesses. Pet insurance coverage helps ensure the best possible medical care for your pets, while protecting you, as the owner, from having to make extremely difficult financial decisions around your pet's care, at a later date. 

Q: How will my pet's insurance policy be involved when I visit my veterinarian's office? 

With most plans you pay the complete costs upfront and get reimbursed later. 
After paying your veterinarian for the complete costs your pet's care via cash, check or credit card, you must complete the appropriate paperwork provided by your insurer and submit this to the insurance company. In the pet insurance industry, there are no co-pays. Your insurer will then reimburse you the based on the conditions of your plan. 
In certain cases, you may have to request that your vet complete elements of the insurance company's claim form. 

Q: Are the issues within the pet insurance industry similar to those being talked about in Washington?

The high costs of healthcare for humans are complicated by the relationship between insurance companies and doctors, who have seen their reimbursements for basic services slashed dramatically by insurance providers in recent years. Pet insurance companies exert no such influence on veterinarians, because the primary relationship is between the insurance company and the pet owner. The veterinarian sits outside that dialogue, and is free to practice medicine in the manner that he or she sees fit.
Overall, it is at the pet owner’s discretion whether or not they believe the insurance is worth purchasing. Some pet owners may feel their pets’ only need basic coverage; whereas others may feel that their pet needs lifelong pet insurance. We strongly encourage owners to purchase pet insurance as a preventative measure that could save you hundreds, if not thousands, of dollars. 
